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7 O U who are of the loweſt claſs of beings 
that can be called MN; to you 1 addreſs 
myſelf; to you who arte the ſcum of the earth, 
and unworthy the notice of gentlemen, It is re- 
ported, and generally believed, that many of you 
have had the audacity to read books of your own 
chuſing, without being capable of judging which 
were fit, and which unfit for your peruſal ; of 
courle, political books have come into your hands, 
and amongſt the reſt, the writings of that infa- 
mous traitor and incendiary TOM PAINE. How, 
in the name of wonder, could men in your ſphere 
of life—men that have had no better education 
than a common country fchool could afford—me . 
that have been bred up to the ſpade and the pick- 
axe, or the ſaw and the hammer or you who 
have been dealing out pins and laces in your 
ſhops—how, I fay, could you ſuppoſe yourſelves- 
capable of making choice of books? how could 
you think of dabbling in politics? I am at a 
loſs to ſay which is greateſt, your ignorance or 
your vanity, You muſt be. profoundly 1gnorant 
indeed not to know, that it is your duty never to 
touch a book of religion but what is put in your 
hands by the parſon of your pariſh, nora book of 
politics, unles handed jou by a juit'ce of the 
5 peace, 


4 * 
Peace, or member of ſome corporation. The 
Elergy, you know to be all good and pious men ; 


they never get drunk, and curſe and {wear, as you 
do; but ſpend all t heir time in the ſtudy of divi_ 
nity ;. they never ſquander away their time in 
hunting, whoring and gaming, but ſacrifice their 


whole lives for your good; and ſurely then they 
muſt be the only men who gan judge what reli- 
gious books you ou ght to read. And as to magiſ- 
t rates, they are the king's repreſentatives, and all 
wiſe men, by virtue of their office; and ſurely 


they muſt be the only judges of politics and poli- 


tical books, Beſides, they have an undoubted 
right, and magiſterial authority, to forbid you to 


read, think, or ſpeak any th ing but what they 
approve; and of late, you know, they have very 


juſtly and prudently exerciſed this authority; buf” 
I fear, not before your arrogance in daring to 


think for yourſelves, had corrupted you, and you 


had preſumptuouſly, without leave of the magiſ- 


rates, poiſoned your own minds with the venom - 
ef TOM PAINE. Thais vile miſcreant, this emiſ- 
tary of the devil, to be ſure, holds out fine things 
to allure you; he is deep in his plans to gain your 
attention, and win over the multitude to his ſide. 
He tells you of rights: he ſays, you, (a ſet of rag- 
gamuffins, and i ignorant illiterate mechanics) have 


equal rights with other men. He tells you, that 
you are as much men as thoſe who bear titles, 


ſuch as lords, dukes, earls, Sc. and that all men are 
equal, and that there ſhould be no other diftinc= 
tion between men but good and bad ;—that you 
have an equal right with any man to the protection 
of your * be cauſe vou yy taxes” 

out 
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| gut of the money yau labour for, you have as 


much right to know how theſe taxes are applied, 


as gentlemen who pay taxes out of an eſtate of 300 
or 1000l. a year, A pretty tale to tell men of 


your deſcription! Pretty netions to put into the 
heads of labouring men, men without clothes te 
cover their nakednels, without breeches ! What 
rights can you pretend to ? You have no rights 
but the rights of horſes and beaſts of burden. 
The horſe or the aſs labours, and his maſter feeds 
him with tuch food as he thinks fit; ſo you labour 5 
for the rich, and are fed by them, and ought to be 
contented with what they pleaſe to give you, 
What! would you be influenced by that mil- 
creant Palxz, to give yourſelves conſequence, | 
and conſider yourſelves as having rights ; I tell 


| you you have no rights: and if you dare to ſpeak 


or think of any ſuch thing, you muſt take the con- 
ſequence of your preſumption. You know every 
Juſtice of the peace in the country is ready to 
receive information againſt you, and you may be 


committed te priſon, and be hung, drawn, and 


quartercd, for high treaſon. Or the ſoldiers may 


be ordered to fire on you and kill you like dogs 


F 


as you a. 

This Tou Paine tells you of the expences of 
government, that the king has a million a year; 
and there axe many other raſcals in the country 
too much like him, who grudge the poor king his 
ſaiary that he labours fo hard for, and would dock 
him to two hundred thouſatid pounds a year. 
What ignorant puppies ſuch fellows muſt be, ts 
fuppoſe the dignity of 2 king can be ſupported- 
With ſuch a trißin ſum ! Why, it would be 
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fearcely 600. per day, and what would this be 
for a king! a mere trifle, a nothing ; ſuch a ſalary 
would ſtarve him by inches, What, take off 2000!, 
per day from the king's falary, and allow him only 
600. per day! Horrid miſcreants! they would 
ftarve their king! J am forry to find this is tos 
much the ſpirit of the times: and this is the work 
ſuch raggamuffin, bare breeched fellows as you 
arc, would ſet about, if you were diſciples of this 
TowPaixe, and fancicd you had rights. 

But this is not all the expence of government. 
What goes to ſupport the king confumes but a 
finall part of the taxes which are paid ; there are 
penſioners and placemen to be fupported in abun- 
dance, and their dignity muſt be ſup ported as 
well as the dignity of the king: and very uſeful 
men they ate, If it was not for theſe men, a 
ing would be no more than a cypher ; he would 
never have his own way in any thing; all the 
men in power would be far ever contradicting 
him, and be prating about the good of the nation 
and the comfort and happineſs of the poor, in- 
tead of the diguity of the crown; and then what 
wv ould become of the king ? We were as good 
have no king, and this is what To PAiNE wants 
He igils vou of one man that has Boool a year, 
anather COD another 20007. and ſo on; but he 
don't tell you how nec2Tary theſe men are: that 
it is by their influence. the king is ſupported ; 
ant, befiges their influence, they. are a very uſe- 
ful let of men in their reſpective offices. There 
is the groom. of the ſtool, that always attends his 
mazelty when he wants to go to ſtool; and ſurely 
this is an office ſo olfenfive, no man would like to 


umiertake it Dor lels than ooo. a year: and 
5 What 


ECT. | 
© hat could the king do without ſuch a ns 
"There have been men who have died in the 
action of diſemboguing, and ſurely a king's life is 
too precious ſor him to be truſted in ſuch a ſitua- 
tzon alone. Then there is the Lord of the Bed- 
chamber, who puts the king's ſhirt over his head 
every time he fhifts himſelſ. A very uſeful and 
neceffary office this, and I dare ſay the poor man 
has not above 10G0!. a year for his trouble, and 
little enough too every body knows: and there 
are numbers of ſuch like officers beſides, and they 
muſt be all paid, as every man is worthy of his 
hire; and they ought te be all paid, and paid hand- 
ſomely too. Then there is Mr. Eouxxe, who has 
only 15001. a year for all his florid and eloquent 


orations in the Houfe. Why, he deſerved more 
than this ſor fetting ſuch low-bred, ragged-breech- 


ed dogs as you to rights, and telling you the truth, 
that you were the Swiniſh Multitude. This poor 
man, whe ſtrains his lungs at the riſque of his 
health, and tears his throat for the king, has only 
1300. a year | 5 

Now you ſee how the taxes are applied, and 1 
hope you are convinced how neceſſary it is that 
we ſhould pay taxes ſor the ſupport of ſuch a ſet 
of uſeful men; and, at the ſame time, you mutt 
be convinced what an infernal devil this Tow 
Paine muſt be, to endeavour to perſuade you, 
that thofe taxes were un neceſſary, 2nd that they 


were injurious to you, and contributed to vou? 


poverty I Now I will prove Tom Paix s to be x 


liar, and that the more taxes you pay, the more 


comfortable you and your families will be. Sur'- 
poſe you had as many windows in your houſes as 
ou pleaſed, 3nd paid no window tax-=that you 
| . | « V's r got 
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| ot a little fat, and made yeur own candles whey 
you pleaſed—that you paid no duty for the lea- 


ther your ſhoes are made of—or that you paid no 


duty for your malt, or the ale you drink. Sup- 


pole you paid no taxes for any thing you eat, 
drink, or wear, you would think it fine times! 
and, to be ſure, if this was the caſe, you 
would get as much victuals, drink, and clothes 
as you have now, for leſs than half the money 
and 1 dare ſay you are ignorant and ſtupid enough 
to think this would be a great advantage to you. 
66 Charming times!“ you would be ready to ex- 


claim * we ſhoyld be all gentlefolks.” But 1 


would wiſh to convince you of your folly, and 
point out to you the inconvenience and diſadvan- 
tage of ſuch times. The conſequence would be, 


you would have a glaſs of gin for three farthings, 


for which you now pay two. pence; and a pint of 


ale for a penny, for which you now pay two pence; 


and you would be all drunk and mad half your 
time, your families would be ſtarved, and your 
maſters work would nst be done. Theſe would 
be fine times, charming times, * not they? 


N o 1 hope you are convinced that 3 it is a happy 


thing for you that you are taxed, and heavily tax- 
ed too; and go to your work, add be thankful to 


3 


the gentlemen who employ you for every thing you 
cat and think, even if it was bread and water, It 
is your pravnce to labour hard and live hard, and 
be _— > We King, and WE Gentlemen, 
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